FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 23, 2016
ARTADIA ANNOUNCES FIVE FINALISTS FOR 2016 SAN FRANCISCO AWARDS
AND AWARDEE EXHIBITION AT MINNESOTA STREET PROJECT
New York, NY - Artadia is pleased to announce the five Finalists for the 2016 San Francisco Artadia Awards:
Simone Bailey, Josh Faught, Ruth Laskey, Mitzi Pederson, and Will Rogan.
The Finalists were selected by jurors Jenny Gheith, Assistant Curator of Sculpture and Painting, San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art, Lauren Haynes, Associate Curator, Permanent Collection, The Studio Museum
in Harlem, and Brian Sholis, Curator of Photography, Cincinnati Art Museum, following a review of 490
applicants in early August.
The applicant pool represented the impressive breadth and diversity of San Francisco’s artist community.
Jenny Gheith observed: “There was an overwhelming number of applications which speaks to the intense
need for support for visual artists in the Bay Area. The perspectives that my fellow jurors offered helped me
reflect on the artistic community here and the diverse range of voices. I look forward to our conversations
with the Finalists next month.” Lauren Haynes reflected on Artadia’s process and the selected Finalists,
stating: “I really enjoyed getting to know the work of some of the fantastic artists living and working in San
Francisco. I think the Finalists represent an amazing cross-section of contemporary artistic practice.”
Brian Sholis highlighted the unique opportunity that Artadia’s open-application provides curators and
applicants. He remarked: “In my day-to-day work as a curator, it can be easy to forget how many talented
artists working in so many media exist in a given community. I knew that many talented artists live and work
in the Bay Area -- the Artadia applications showed just me how much exciting activity takes place in San
Francisco.”
This is Artadia’s ninth time presenting curator-driven, unrestricted Awards to Bay Area artists since the
organization’s founding in San Francisco. Applications for the 2016 San Francisco Artadia Awards were
open to all visual artists living in the Bay Area (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo
counties) for over two years, working in any media and at any stage of their career. Finalists and Artadia
Award recipients are selected through Artadia’s rigorous, curator-driven jury review process. In the first round
of review, jurors evaluated the merit of all submissions and collaboratively determined the five Finalists.
Jenny Gheith will be joined by Ceci Moss, Independent Curator, to conduct studio visits with the Finalists
and select two 2016 San Francisco Artadia Awardees in September. Each artist will receive $10,000 in
unrestricted funds and access to the lifetime benefits of the Artadia Awards program.
Artadia’s announcement of the 2016 San Francisco Awardees will coincide with the organization’s exhibition,
Above Accents Across, at Minnesota Street Project. Organized by Juana Berrío, Independent Curator, and
Kelly Huang, Art Advisor at Zlot Buell + Associates, Above Accents Across will feature work by ten artists
from Artadia’s network of 73 Awardees living and working in the Bay Area. The exhibition will be on view
from September 10 - 24, 2016, and provides a timely opportunity to consider the importance of visual artists
to San Francisco.
Artadia is a national non-profit organization that supports artists with unrestricted, merit-based Awards
followed by a lifetime of program opportunities. Artadia is unique in that it allows any artist to apply, engages
nationally recognized curators to review work, and culminates in direct grants. Since 1999, Artadia has
awarded over $3 million to 300 artists in Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, and
San Francisco. Artadia’s programs in San Francisco are made possible by The Fleishhacker Foundation, The
San Francisco Foundation, Artadia’s dedicated Board of Directors, Council members, and many generous
individuals throughout the country.
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2016 San Francisco Awards Finalists
Simone Bailey

Simone Bailey’s video-centric practice reflects upon violence as
a critical aspect of the human condition. The theme of violence
is used to build relationships between perception, process,
ephemerality, desire, and the impulse to grasp the intangible.
Simone Bailey

Josh Faught

Josh Faught’s studio practice has triangulated spaces between
personal history, social/political history, and the history of
textiles. This ongoing project operates from a premise, which
suggests that if political rhetoric is, at its core, a desire to
communicate, the ability to speak through textiles allows us
to embrace a personal/political continuum that is at once,
fragmentary, experiential, and physical.
Josh Faught

Ruth Laskey

Ruth Laskey uses the technology of the loom to create works in
linen embedded with colorful geometric shapes derived from
the structures of the weaving. She draws upon her background
in painting to create new interpretations of color, space, and
structure within the weaving process. By integrating image with
support, the weavings utilize the constraints of thread, dye,
and loom to explore form and gesture and to reinterpret the
relationship between canvas, figure and ground.
Ruth Laskey

Mitzi Pederson

Mitzi Pederson’s sculptures employ standard, prefabricated
materials such as plywood, tulle, and concrete. The treatment
and assembly rely on tension, endurance, vulnerability, and
chance to allow for transformation. These compositions depend
on the relationships established between the materials and her
sense that there may be mysteries internal to them. The result
concerns the occupation of space and the limits of form.
Mitzi Pederson

Will Rogan

“I make objects to fill the space that language can not.
Sometimes this is an attempt to understand something better
through the making, and sometimes it is a way to express an
idea that words or gestures can not contain.”

Will Rogan
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