
 

 

 
ARTADIA ANNOUNCES  

THE 2025 SEEN AWARDEE 
 

The 2025 SEEN Award will be presented to Michelle Yi Martin 
 

 
Left: Both Lungs, 2024. Right: Michelle Yi Martin (photo credit: Michael Martin). 
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The national non-profit arts organization Artadia is thrilled to announce Michelle Yi Martin as the 
recipient of the 2025 SEEN Award. 
 
Now in its second year, the SEEN Award is a distinction given to one woman-identifying artist 
from the pool of current year's Awardees, continuing Artadia's mission of supporting culturally 
underrepresented voices. In addition to their Artadia Award, the SEEN Awardee receives tailored 
ancillary programming and support, designed with the unique needs of the Awardee in mind. 
Originated by visionary leaders and long-time friends Stacey Empson and Mary Kemper Wolf, 
the SEEN Award seeks to shift the long-standing dynamics of the art world that have favored 
male artists by recognizing a woman-identifying artist at a pivotal stage in her career. 
 
"We are honored to recognize Michelle Yi Martin as the recipient of Artadia's 2nd Annual SEEN 
Award, celebrating an artist whose work embodies profound depth, integrity, and human 
connection," shared Empson and Kemper Wolf. "Yi Martin's practice is anchored in a deep 
respect for process and a holistic storytelling that transcends conventional boundaries—inviting 

 



 

viewers into complex narratives woven from memory, place, and lived experience. Her work's 
quiet power is rooted not in spectacle but in sincerity, reflection, and a deep attunement to the 
subtleties of human life. Yi Martin allows materials, context, and community to coalesce in ways 
that enrich both form and meaning. Whether collaborating with others, drawing from shared 
histories, or opening spaces for collective reflection, Yi Martin's creative process models empathy 
as a practice. She situates her work not just as objects to be seen, but as relationships to be felt, 
shared, and lived." 
 
"The SEEN Award has come at the perfect time as I reflect on my practice, and I map a path in 
this ever-changing art ecosystem," shared Yi Martin. "I recognize that no one travels alone, and 
to have the support and resources from Artadia allows for me to be acknowledged as an 
individual artist while simultaneously being a part of a larger community of women leaders. My 
heart is full and wide open to the world." 
 
Each year, Artadia successfully conducts open calls in each of the seven program cities—Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, and the San Francisco Bay Area. Three 
Awardees are chosen in each city to receive unrestricted funds of $15,000. The SEEN Award is 
retroactively dedicated to one woman-identifying artist from the current year's Awardees. 
Michelle Yi Martin is a recipient of the 2025 San Francisco Bay Area Artadia Awards. 
 
Jennifer Dunlop Fletcher, Helen Hilton Raiser Curator of Architecture and Design, SFMOMA, and 
2025 San Francisco Bay Area Award juror, remarked on Yi Martin's practice: "Yi Martin is hitting 
her stride with a prolific body of sculptures that challenge the medium's monumental and static 
lumbering stature with airy, dynamic works that respond to light and movement, which makes 
them impossible to capture in a single view; they must be experienced." 
 
"Michelle Yi Martin's deft use of materials manifests in ethereal, otherworldly woven sculptures 
best experienced in the round," observed fellow juror Victoria Sung, Phyllis C. Wattis Senior 
Curator, BAMPFA. "Drawing from the long traditions of Bauhaus and Black Mountain College, her 
works are also rooted in the rich history of fiber arts in the Bay Area, home to such visionary 
artists as Ruth Asawa and Kay Sekimachi." 
 
Kemper Wolf and Empson are the initial seeders of the fund and continue to invite other women 
to join the mission. The Award is funded by women, for women, serving as a key principle that 
underpins this initiative. By creating a network rooted in shared experience and collective 
investment, the SEEN Award not only recognizes exceptional artistic talent but also builds a 
foundation for women-identifying artists to thrive within a community dedicated to their success. 
 
The SEEN Award is supported by Stacey Empson, Mary Kemper Wolf, Raccard 6, and individual 
donors across the country.  
 
 

 



 

About Michelle Yi Martin 
As a Korean American immigrant, Michelle Yi Martin comes to weaving through memory and the 
quiet gestures passed down by her mother and grandmother. 
 
Working with materials like horsehair, copper, jute, and fishing line, she builds forms that stretch, 
resist, and echo the tensions of migration and inheritance. Yi Martin’s sculptural weavings like 
cocoons, veils, and skins are acts of listening, shaped by the ethos of Black Mountain College 
and a deep respect for process. Each holds stories that continue to unfold. 
 
About Artadia 
Since its founding in 1999, Artadia has awarded over $6 million in unrestricted funds to over 400 
artists nationally. Celebrating visual artists and their foundational role in shaping society, the 
Artadia Award benefits three artists annually in seven major US cities with high concentrations of 
creative workers—Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, and the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 
 
About Stacey Empson 
Stacey Empson is a board and healthcare industry executive with strategy, technology and 
transformation experience at businesses ranging from start-ups to global professional services 
firms. As a PwC partner for more than a decade, Empson leads work at some of the world’s most 
recognized healthcare organizations, and she is also appointed to the PwC Foundation Board. 
Previously, she founded and grew consultancies to acquisition; integrated a firm into a Fortune 
50 technology company; and practiced law. Empson was named a Chicago Business Journal 
Woman of Influence and has served on numerous boards of directors, including the women’s 
board of the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago. 
 
About Mary Kemper Wolf 
Mary Kemper Wolf is a cultural producer and creative force behind projects that merge art with 
community impact. Her latest current co-curation, JewelHouse, is a site-specific partnership with 
artist Summer Wheat that centers the stories and contributions of women and will transform a 
historic planetarium on the grounds of The Museum of Kansas City into a monumental and 
immersive contemporary artwork (2027).  She is currently collaborating with The Women’s Rights 
After War Project and The Women’s Refugee Commission on a print portfolio that will highlight 
the plight of refugee women and children.  Mary serves on the Board of Directors of Artadia.  
From 2013 to 2024, she served as chair of the Board of Trustees at the Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art. She has previously served on the boards of the American Jazz Museum, 
MASS MoCA, the Addison Gallery of American Art, as well as art advisory roles with the Kansas 
City International Airport, CPKC Stadium, and multiple artist residency programs. 
 
Press Contact  
Elise Anderson | Marketing and Programs Assistant, Artadia | elise@artadia.org 

http://michelleyimartin.com
mailto:elise@artadia.org

