
 

 

ARTADIA ANNOUNCES  
2026 21c NORTHWEST ARKANSAS AWARDEE 

 
Left to right: No Stop Cities, 2021; Portrait of Awardee Megan Pobywajlo (photo by Henry O. Head);  

Ozark Mountain These Times, 2024.  
 

EMBARGOED THROUGH TUESDAY, AUGUST 18TH AT 12PM CT/1PM ET  
(Bentonville, AR | August 18, 2026) 
 
21c Museum Hotels, a multi-venue contemporary art museum and award-winning hospitality 
company, and Artadia, a non-profit grantmaker and nationwide community of visual artists, 
curators, and patrons, are thrilled to announce the 2026 21c Northwest Arkansas Artadia 
Awardee: Megan Pobywajlo.  
 
The 2026 Northwest Arkansas Artadia Award application was open to visual artists working in 
any visual media, at any stage in their career, who have been living and working within Benton 
and Washington Counties for a minimum of two years.  
 
We received 115 eligible applications, with 35% of the applicants identifying as African, African 
American or Black, Multiracial, Arab, Arab American, Asian or Asian American, Latina/e/o/x, 
Middle Eastern, or North African; 55% as women, gender nonconforming, or nonbinary; and 57% 
as emerging artists.  
 
The 21c Artadia Award is designed to provide essential funding and recognition to artists at 
pivotal points in their careers, strengthen arts communities, and spur new levels of career 
achievement. This year, the Award celebrates an artist working in a region often overlooked by 
the broader art world.  
 
The Award decision was reached after an extensive two-tiered jurying process conducted by 
Jennie Goldstein, Marion Boulton "Kippy" Stroud Curator of the Collection, Whitney Museum of 
American Art; and Amanda Hunt, Head of Public Engagement, Learning, and Impact, Walker Art 

 



 

Center. This year's finalists for the Award included Su A Chae and Coral P. All three finalists held 
virtual studio visits with the juror panel.  
 
"We are beyond excited about this year’s 21c Artadia Awardee and finalists from Northwest 
Arkansas," said Patrick Weber, 21c Senior Director of Museum Operations. "With such an 
impressive number of creative and inspiring applicants, this year’s jurors truly had their hands full 
and rose to the challenge of identifying the most compelling short list of artists. At 21c, we are 
lucky to experience unique local and regional artist communities at each of our locations, and 
love that this Award recognizes the variety of work being made around the country. 
Congratulations to Megan and thank you to everyone who applied!" 
 
"It was fun and enriching to be able to learn about a region in depth across three studio visits with 
diverse local makers," reflected Amanda Hunt. "Coral, Su A, and Megan each embodied a 
relational practice that either centered or provided a space for the community around it, which is 
something I am drawn to. Megan is an artist we need for our times, and to support in these times. 
I am excited to see what they do with this support!" 
 
Jennie Goldstein added, "The three finalists share in common outstanding practices rooted in 
history, cultural memory, and community connection, and it was an honor to get to know each of 
them through this process. Megan is building an artistic world that is wholly present and full of 
possibility, and it is an honor to help support her wide-ranging, heartfelt projects." 
 
Megan Pobywajlo’s commitment to supporting other artists and building community 
infrastructure reflects the values that the 21c Artadia Award seeks to champion. Through Archive 
Collective, KC Spaces Fund, and her collaborative artistic practice, Pobywajlo has shown a 
dedication to creating opportunities for other artists and strengthening the creative communities 
around her while maintaining a practice that is both formally strong and conceptually rigorous.  
 
Press-approved images of each artist's work are available here.  
 
About 21c Museum Hotel Bentonville 
Located in the heart of Bentonville and walking distance from Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art, 21c Museum Hotel blends contemporary art with a unique hotel experience, 
offering an inspiring space for culture, creativity, and comfort. 
 
About 21c Museum Hotels 
21c Museum is a multi-venue museum and boutique hotel located in six cities. One of the largest 
contemporary art museums in the U.S., and North America’s only collecting museum dedicated 
solely to art of the 21st century, each property features exhibition space open free of charge to 
the public, combined with a boutique hotel and restaurant. It was founded in 2006 by Laura Lee 
Brown and Steve Wilson; philanthropists, preservationists, and collectors, committed to 
expanding access to contemporary art as a means of catalyzing revitalization and civic 
connection. 21c presents a range of arts programming led by Senior Director of Museum 
Operations, Patrick Weber, including both solo and group exhibitions that reflect the global nature 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-GDp_wW6VF7a6vdVkrQ_t6ymvbnadz26?usp=drive_link


 

of art today, as well as site-specific, commissioned installations, and a variety of cultural events. 
The organization collaborates on arts initiatives with artists and organizations worldwide, 
including Speed Art Museum, North Carolina Museum of Art, Contemporary Arts Center, 
Cincinnati, Artadia, Creative Time, For Freedoms, and others.  
 
About Artadia 
Artadia is a non-profit grantmaking organization and a nationwide community of visual artists, 
curators, and patrons. Over two decades, Artadia has worked collaboratively to foster a more just 
arts economy and improve the conditions necessary for artists of all backgrounds to thrive. We 
elevate the careers of artists at critical moments in their practice through a proven combination of 
recognition, grantmaking, community support, and advocacy. Since its founding in 1999, Artadia 
has awarded over $6 million in unrestricted funds to over 400 artists nationally. Celebrating visual 
artists and their foundational role in shaping society, the Artadia Award benefits three artists 
annually in seven major US cities with high concentrations of creative workers—Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, and the San Francisco Bay Area. For more 
information, visit artadia.org 
 
Press Contact  
Elise Anderson | Marketing and Program Assistant, Artadia | elise@artadia.org  
 
About the Awardee 
Megan Pobywajlo (she/they)  
Megan Pobywajlo is an artist, researcher, educator, and arts organizer living and working in 
Springdale, Arkansas. Megan uses photography, print, countercultural and media histories to 
highlight the often unremarkable labor required to sustain grassroots movements, collectives, 
and community space outside of coastal art worlds. Her artwork and publications are in the 
libraries and permanent collections of the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Swiss Institute’s 
Art at Swiss Re, University of Arkansas Fayetteville, University of Missouri Kansas City, University 
of Kansas Lawrence, and University of Nebraska Lincoln among others. 
 
With a background in photography and collective practice, Megan Pobywajlo’s work draws on the 
legacies, ideologies, and aesthetic outputs of “on-the-grid” counterculturalists in the Arkansas 
Ozarks. Through vivid installations and the creation of grassroots community spaces, Megan 
connects artists, organizers, and workers to each other, while sharing histories and survival 
strategies that have rarely been preserved, never materialized, or were legislated out of 
existence. 
 
About the finalists 
Su A Chae (she/her)  
Su A Chae is a South Korea-born artist living and working in Fayetteville, Arkansas. She received 
an MFA in Painting from Indiana University Bloomington, and her work has been exhibited 
nationally and internationally at venues including The Painting Center, Ortega y Gasset Projects, 
and Wassaic Project, and featured in publications including New American Paintings, Whitehot 
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Magazine, and Booooooom. Chae is currently Assistant Professor of Art (Painting) at the 
University of Arkansas. 
 
As a painter working between Korean and American cultural contexts, Su A Chae explores 
identity and belonging through balance as an ongoing process rather than a fixed ideal. Through 
layered patterns, architectural motifs, and fragmented tiger forms inspired by Korean folk painting 
and broader cultural influences, she creates compositions that shift between stability and 
disruption. Her paintings reflect the experience of living between cultures, where belonging is 
continually recalibrated rather than resolved. 
 
Coral P. (they/them) 
Coral P. (b. 1989) is an internationally recognised multidisciplinary artist whose projects 
investigate the histories and properties of water spaces; erosion, water frequencies, and spiritual 
energy. They hold an MFA from Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. They were an honorary 
international artist for Chale Wote Performance Art Festival in Accra, Ghana (2019), and A 
featured artist and performer for the Smithsonian Folklife Festival (2023) in Washington, DC. 
Coral’s projects have been shown at the South Side Community Arts Center (Chicago); Arning 
Gallery (NY); Smithsonian Institution (D.C.); Form and Concept Gallery (Santa Fe, NM); KNUST 
(Accra, Ghana), among many others. 
 
As a Black American artist from the Ozarks, Coral P.'s work traverses the crossroads between 
photography, fiber arts, performance, and research-based histories. Their practice centers on 
water erosion as a creative process and on researching Southern river rituals, viewing rivers 
through the lens of Southern Black spirituality. They understand rivers as a shifting agent of 
creation/loss, but also as a force that can cleanse and renew a space. These dualities expand the 
nature of their work via witnessing the breakdown of matter, archive, and the body; not as 
endings, but as entry points for transformation. 

http://cory-perry.com/

